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Participants

420 students from 33 classes in 10 high-schools took part 
in this study.

The classes consisted of  four different age groups and 
seven different academic subjects.

The schools were from different societal groups: Jewish 
state-secular, Arab, and Jewish state-religious.

The schools represented both high and low SES 
communities. 
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Findings

Means, standard deviations and T values for the two examination 

types (N = 376)*
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tTE

(N=376)

IAE

(N=376)

Exam 

Scores

6. 42***36.3139.90M

11.449,40SD
• Only students that participated in both types of examinations are included. 

• ***p < .001 are included. ***p < .001



Means, SD's and t values of the differences between three 

levels of students' achievement in IAE (N=393) and TE (N=379)

Highest 25%

(N=175)

Middle 50%

(N=373)

Lowest 25%

(N=218)

tIAETEtIAETEtIAETE

4.74***49.8949.238.97***42.5238.489.4***28.3519.96

(0.45)(1.21)(3.20)(5.37)(6.86)(6.13)
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TE and IAE scores divided by subject (N=410)
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Differences between 3 levels of students’ achievement

in TE and IAE examinations
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Some examples from a content analysis of 

students’ written responses to IAE (N = 59)

• The information is infinite, so it's better to educate the young generation in 
critical thinking, scepticism and more in-depth understanding, instead of rote 
learning that leads to superficial understanding for a short period, just for the 
exam

• I think that that is how I was able to concentrate on research and on 
understanding the material, as distinct from regular examinations, for which 
I'm expected to memorize concepts

• The difficulty dealing with the unlimited information that exists on the internet 
is in searching for the relevant information that's related to the question 
we're answering and filtering out what isn't relevant. 

• Being examined with access to the internet is more suitable for our time
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